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ber of the Paraguayan legation in Buenos Aires. Jaime Ovalle, the
Brazilian composer of jungle-like incantations, is a customs officer.

The record number of occupations is enjoyed by the Colombian
musician Emirto de Lima. The complete list of his titles, given in his
book on Colombian folklore, takes up two pages. Here are some: Consul
of Honduras in Barranquilla, Envoy Extraordinary of the Republic of
Liberia, Doctor of Music of the Andhra University of Vizianagaram,
Great Dignitary of the Order of Charlemagne, Holder of the medal of
the Society La Chanson au Sanatorium of France, Holder of an award
of the Societe your Actes de Courage of Belgium, Honorary Professor
of the Music School in Zacatecas, Mexico, Member Correspondent of
the Young Men's Literary Club of Monrovia, Permanent Delegate of
the Societe Parisienne de Sauvetage.

MUSIC  IN ALL STYLES

There is a great diversity of style among Latin-American composers,
ranging from the academic to the ultra-modern. Free from the inhibitions
imposed on European and North American composers by considerations
of economics and musical politics, and unimpeded by conventional profes-
sional training, the most original among Latin-American composers create
their own style, often improvisatory in character, and amazingly unlike
any European-inspired type of harmony, melody, or rhythm.

Villa-Lobos is such a composer. He experiments with music unmind-
ful of the preceding evolution of music history. His instrumental writ-
ing is often tricky and requires acrobatic technique. Once Villa-Lobos
put a non-existent low A in the bassoon part. When the player pointed it
out to him, Villa-Lobos remarked cheerfully: "All right. Stick a roll of
paper into the tube, and that will give you the extra note."

In his early days, Carlos Chavez used to write music which was harsh
and unmellow. When I conducted his chamber orchestra piece Energia at
one of my Pan American concerts in Paris, Andre Coeuroy described
Chavez as "un Mexicain cruel et ra-ffine qui doue les sonorites au yoteau
de torture, pendant qu'il danse alentour une danse du scalp" Paul
Dambly observed: "Chavez bannit sans ptie mats non sans grandeur le
sourire et la grace de la musique."

Scientific and mechanistic subjects have a great attraction for Latin-
American modernists. In one of his whimsical moments, Silvestre Re-
vueltas wrote a piece entitled 8 x Radio. "To solve this algebraic equa-